OTHER .COOPERATIVE DOMESTIC OPERATIONS

Foroea

To conplenent the Federal Drug Enforcement effort, the DEA provides
leadership In gaining the affective participation of atate and Local
resources toward the drug reduction efforts, with a minimal investment of
federal resources; freeing resources to target higher level traffickers.
The State and Local Task Force program unites DEA special agents and State
and local police officers into drug enforcement units in selected geo-
graphic areas. These task forces facilitate intelligence sharing among the
participating agencies and provide the ability to target mid-level traf-
fickers who prove difficult to investigate by only a single agency.   By the
end of 1981, 23 State and Local Task Forces were operational. This program
resulted in 2,476 arrests during FY 1984. This program provides a good
return on the federal government's investment.

Cannabia Eradioat ion Program

The DEA Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression program was established
to ensure a coordinated effort between Federal, State, and local agencies
involved in the eradication of cannabis cultivated in the United States.
DEA 'a role, within current resource levels, is to encourage State and local
eradication efforts and to contribute funding, training, equipment,
Investigative, and aircraft resources.   The program haa expanded from seven
states in 1981 to 48 states in 1984.

In calendar year 1984, state and local eradication teams were responsible
for the arrest of 4,941 individuals, the seizure of over 1,400 weapons and
the destruotion of aLnost 13 million plants (of which approximately   27
percent were the highly-potent, highly cultivated ainaemilla variety).
Also, 650 .green houses used for growing oannabls were raided.   This type of
expensive cultivation shows that our efforts are becoming more effective as
the growers attempt increasingly to conceal their cannabis crop.esulted in Indictments.s
